
   

 

ACS Nano Author Checklist 

 
Before submitting your revised manuscript, please ensure the following guidelines are met: 

 
Copyrights and Permissions: 

 Provide letter or email from author(s) of personal communications granting you permission to cite 

unpublished work. We do not list references as submitted for publication, in preparation, etc.; if not in the 

press, these should be listed within the text (not in the reference list) as personal communications or 

unpublished data, if from an author of the present manuscript. 

 Provide permission obtained to reproduce previously published (copyrighted) material. 

 No institutional logos are allowed in graphic files without explicit permission. 

 

Table of contents graphic: 

 All Table of Contents (TOC) images must be original, created by one of the authors, and cannot be reproduced, 

adapted, or modified from other sources. Images modified through manipulation including rearranging, 

cropping, masking, and distorting, should not be used. The use of licensed stock images in TOC graphics is not 

allowed. 

 TOC graphic is required for the following manuscript types: Articles and Reviews, maximum width 9.0 

cm and height 4.0 cm; Perspective and Nano Focus, maximum width 4.5 cm and height 4.0 cm. This 

graphic should be in TIF or EPS format and at least 300 dpi resolution at final printed size. The graphic 

should capture the readers’ attention and provide a visual impression of the essence of the manuscript. 

Please keep the text portion of the image to a minimum. Consult the Guidelines for Table of 

Contents/Abstract Graphics for specifications.  

 Under no circumstance can a logo be included in the TOC graphic. 

 
Article Title: 

 No more than 20 words. 

 Title may not contain words like “First” or “Novel” nor any part or series number. 

 Authors’ names should be given in as complete a form as possible: first names, initials, and surnames. 

 E-mail address for corresponding author(s) should be inserted on title page below name/address. 

 
Abstract: 

 Abstracts are required, with specified word limits, for the following manuscript types: Articles, 250 words; 

Reviews, 250 words; Perspectives, 120 words; Nano Focus, 120 words. 

 There are no reference citations in the abstract. 

 Abbreviations are defined upon first usage. 

 Keywords (5-7 for Articles; 8-10 for Reviews) should be listed after the Abstract. Reviews should also 

include a Vocabulary section in which 5-7 terms are defined. 

 
Main Text: 

 Section headings are encouraged, but the “Introduction” section heading is not used. Sections are not 

numbered. 

 Methods section is required for Articles as the last text section, before Acknowledgments. 

 Throughout text, all Latin words, phrases and abbreviations must be italicized. Examples: i.e., et al., e.g., 

in situ, via, etc. or etcetera, in vivo. 

 Put all citations throughout the text in superscript, and without brackets. When a citation is next to any 

form of punctuation (i.e., commas, periods), put citation after the punctuation. 

 Submit your marked copy of the manuscript as Supplemental Material for Review. Do not include tracked 

changes on the final clean copy of your manuscript. 

 Make sure that all authors listed on the manuscript are listed in your Paragon Plus submission in the same 

order and with the exact same spellings. 

http://pubsapp.acs.org/paragonplus/submission/toc_abstract_graphics_guidelines.pdf
http://pubsapp.acs.org/paragonplus/submission/toc_abstract_graphics_guidelines.pdf


   

References: 

 Individually numbered with only one citation per reference. 

 References must adhere to correct journal style: include article titles in title case, journal abbreviations 

according to CASSI (https://cassi.cas.org), proper punctuation and arrangement, and use full page ranges. 

References with more than 20 authors must list the first 20 authors, followed by “et al.” 

 Title case (for citation titles): Capitalize all words, including subordinate conjunctions such as “As”, 

“Because”, “Although”. Put prepositions such as “for”, “or”, “and”, as well as all articles (“a”, “the”) in 

lower case. For hyphenated phrases, capitalize both words. 

 Do not include any issue numbers in references. 

Journal article example: 

1. Besteman, K.; Lee, J.-O.; Wiertz, F. G. M.; Heering, H. A.; Dekker, C. Enzyme-Coated Carbon 

Nanotubes As Single-Molecule Biosensors. Nano Lett. 2003, 3, 727—730 . 

 

Book example: 

2. Craighead, H. G. Nanostructures in Electronics. In Nanomaterials: Synthesis, Properties and 

Applications; Edelstein, A., Cammatata, R., Eds.; Taylor and Francis: New York, 1998; pp 565—566. 

 

Acknowledgments: 

 Use only first initial with last name and no honorifics. 

 If using, dedications may be placed in the Acknowledgment section. 

 
Figures and tables: 

 All figures and tables must be cited in order (e.g., Figure 1A). 

 Figures must have captions. 

 Schemes must have titles and may contain footnotes. 

 Structures should be numbered with boldface Arabic numbers. 

 Use Arial for lettering within a graphic. Lettering should be of uniform size and density, no smaller than 6 

points and lines should be no thinner than 0.5 point at final published size. 

 Figures containing photographic images must be at least 300 dpi TIF files in RGB format; vector graphics 

should be at least 1200 dpi EPS files. 

 Figures must be submitted at final published size. 

 

Tables: 

 Numbered consecutively with Arabic numbers. 

 Should be in the main manuscript file and need to be editable. 

 Should include a descriptive heading that, together with the individual column headings, makes the table 

self-explanatory. 

 

Supporting Information: 

 If present, Supporting Information must be mentioned with a Supporting Information paragraph.  

 Supporting Information must be described in a separate paragraph; place after Acknowledgments and 

before References. The following template may be used: 

Supporting Information Available: <Brief statement in nonsentence format listing the contents of the 

material supplied >  

 Please upload your Supporting Information as a separate file. Do not include your Supporting Information 

in your main manuscript file. Supporting Information will be published as it is submitted. 

 Crystallographic data for each structure, in CIF format, must be loaded as Supporting Information. 

 
Journal Covers: 

 Authors are encouraged to submit images suitable for the journal cover. Covers should be visually 

arresting and scientifically interesting. Please submit electronic files and a short (50 word), clear, legend 

explaining the image. Cover images should be 21.5 cm in width and 28 cm in height, with a resolution of 

300 dpi at this size (this should be a file of at least 8 MB). Cover art should be submitted in RGB mode. 

 

For more help, see “Information for Authors” at the ACS Nano Web site at www.acsnano.org (click on 

“Authors”). For additional details on style, please refer to The ACS Guide to Scholarly Communication 

https://cassi.cas.org/
http://www.acsnano.org/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/book/10.1021/acsguide

