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Deals
Obesity research. Xenon Pharmaceuticals
and Novartis have signed a $157 million
agreement to develop drugs to treat obesity.
Novartis will research, develop, and com-
mercialize compounds from Xenon’s
stearoyl-CoA desaturase-1 (SCD1) drug
development program. SCD1 is a regulatory
enzyme in fatty acid metabolism targeted to
fight obesity by increasing metabolic rate. In
addition to precommercial payments of 
$157 million, Xenon will receive royalties
from any resulting products.

Antibody collaboration. Pfizer and
Medarex have announced a 10-year, global
collaboration to discover and develop up to 50
antibody products and to cross-license sev-
eral anti-CTLA-4 antibody program patents.
Pfizer will make an initial payment of $80 mil-
lion and buy $30 million of Medarex’s stock.

LIMS acquisition. Thermo Electron has
acquired InnaPhase Corp., a provider of 
laboratory information management systems
(LIMS), for a payment of approximately 
$65 million in cash. Thermo will add
InnaPhase’s LIMS products for the pharma-
ceutical and biotechnology markets to its
informatics product line.

Pharmaceutical alliance. Bayer and
Schering-Plough have entered a three-
pronged strategic alliance. The alliance is a
further step in the systematic realignment of
Bayer’s HealthCare business. According to
the agreement, Schering-Plough
will market and distribute
Bayer’s primary care phar-
maceutical products in the
United States, the two firms
will comarket a Schering-
Plough cardiovascular product in Japan, and
Bayer will create an oncology business unit
based in the United States.

Federal funding.The National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Disease has awarded
three government contracts totaling more
than $145 million. Diversa was awarded a
$1.9 million grant to develop new antibodies
targeting severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS). The company will screen more than
one billion human antibody candidates. DOR
BioPharma received $5.2 million to further
develop the company’s ricin toxin vaccine.
And Acambis was granted up to $138 million
for the manufacture and development of the
smallpox vaccine it is developing with
Baxter Healthcare.

Marketplace
Nanotechnology in cancer.
The National Cancer Institute
(NCI) has announced a $144.3
million, five-year initiative to
develop and apply nanotech-
nology to cancer research. As
a first step, the initiative

formed the NCI
Alliance for
Nanotechnology
in Cancer, made

up of researchers, clinicians,
and public and private organi-
zations that will work to
develop and translate cancer-
related nanotechnology
research into clinical practice. 

Software available. Accelrys
has launched two software and
information products. With
IBM, Accelrys is releasing a
full suite of life sciences mod-
eling and simulation tools for
the Linux operating system.
The tools will be ported,
tested, and certified on IBM
systems. Separately, Accelrys
and Sigma-Aldrich are inte-
grating Sigma-Aldrich’s chemi-
cal compound catalogs into
Accelrys’s Chemicals
Available for Purchase (CAP)
database. The database is
accessible for desktop PCs
and will allow researchers to
scan commercially available
chemicals.

Productivity initiative.
Bruker BioSciences has imple-
mented a major productivity
initiative, including the elimi-
nation of 60 positions world-
wide to save about $6 million
annually. Bruker hopes the ini-
tiative will accelerate its drive
toward sustained and growing
profitability while maintaining
revenue growth.

People
Chairman and chief operat-
ing officer. Human Genome
Sciences (HGS) has named
Argeris N. Karabelas chair-
man of the board and Craig A.
Rosen president and chief
operating officer. Karabelas
formerly served as an HGS
director and CEO of
worldwide pharmaceuti-
cals for Novartis. Rosen
was already HGS presi-
dent and adds the title of
COO.

Executive appointment.
Nuvios, a pharmaceutical
company developing drugs to

build lost bone in patients suf-
fering from osteoporosis and
related diseases, has named
Richard Lyttle president and
CEO. Lyttle was formerly the
vice president of discovery for
women’s health and bone at
Wyeth. He has more than 25

years’ R&D experience
in osteoporosis,
osteoarthritis, and

women’s health.

Biopharmaceutical hire.
Steven D. Skolsky has been
appointed CEO of Trimeris, a
biopharmaceutical company
researching novel HIV thera-
peutics based on fusion

inhibitors. Skolsky, formerly
of GlaxoSmithKline, brings
almost 25 years’ experience in
commercial and clinical devel-
opment to Trimeris.

New company CEO. New
biotech company Singulex
has slated Philippe Goix to
be its president and CEO.
Goix was formerly chief
technical officer at Guava
Technologies, where he
raised $27 million in equity
capital. He will lead Singulex
as it develops a molecular
detection system that can
detect single copies of unam-
plified DNA. o


