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American Society 
for Cell Biology
The 44th annual meeting heads to the
nation’s capital.

The 2004 American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) Annual Meet-
ing will be held December 4–8 in Washington, DC. The ASCB
incorporates the many facets of cell biology with the goal of pro-
viding a forum for the exchange of scientific knowledge. The ASCB
annual meeting features scientific symposia, poster sessions, and
networking opportunities for attendees. It also features a com-
mercial exhibit of products and services for scientists working
in cell biology.

Technical program
Meeting participants can expect to attend scientific symposia along
with presentations of recent advances in cell biology. The keynote
symposium, Cell Biology—Rising to Meet Medical Challenges in
the Next Century, will begin at 6:00 p.m. Saturday, December 4,
and will be held in the Washington Convention Center. Peter Kim,
president of Merck Research Laboratories, and Sir Paul Nurse, pres-
ident of Rockefeller University, will be the keynote speakers.

The main symposium begins on Sunday, December 5, and will
include the following topics: Directed Cell Migration in Development,
The Cytoskeleton of Spatial Organization in Cells, Regulation of Cel-
lular Programs, and Cell Biology of Aging. In addition to the main
symposia, there will be several minisymposia. Eight minisympo-
sium sessions will be scheduled each after-
noon from Sunday through Wednesday.
The topics include: Asymmetry in
Development, Autophagy & Organelle
Turnover, Cell Biology of the Immune
System, Cell Cycle, Chemical Biology,
Molecular Microscopy in Living Cells, and
Stem Cells.

Exhibits
More than 250 exhibitors will provide a
broad display of equipment, products,
instrumentation, publications, software,
and services. The exhibits will be in the
Convention Center, December 5–8. A
complete list of exhibitors and exhibit
hours can be found at the ASCB website.

Special events
There will be several special events at this
year’s meeting. The 22nd annual ASCB/
Carl Zeiss, Inc. 5K/10K Run will be held
on Monday, December 6, at 8:00 a.m. in

Rock Creek Park.
Carl M. Cohen,

president of Science
Management Associ-
ates, will lead the ASCB
Women in Cell Biology
Committee Saturday Work-
shop, entitled “Managing Difficult
People and Difficult Situations.” The
workshop will be held Saturday, December 4, from 1 to 5 p.m., in the
Washington Convention Center. The workshop will focus on provid-
ing practical tools for dealing with difficult situations and people. The
aim of this session is to better prepare participants to handle prob-
lems in their own laboratories or with their superiors and peers, and
to begin to build skills associated with an effective leadership style.

The ASCB will offer a wireless Internet workshop, “Learn to Make
Your Class a BLAST,” where attendees will be guided through exer-
cises using Protein Explorer, WormBase, OMIM (Online Mendelian
Inheritance in Man), dbSNP (a single nucleotide polymorphism
database), and GEO (Gene Expression Omnibus, a microarray data-
base), all from the National Center for Biotechnology Information
(NCBI), as well as basic instruction on Perl programming. Each
participant will have a Web page so they can perform real searches
or activities and benefit from the advice of teachers or NCBI experts
using these tools.

The Society is committed to promoting science in education at
the K–12 level. This year, Toby Horn of the Carnegie Academy
for Science Education will lead the K–12 Science Education

Partnership Luncheon. Topics will include
the value of using inquiry approaches in
the classroom, age-appropriate cell biol-
ogy lessons, meeting national and state
standards, and how scientists can bring
their own research into the K–12 class-
room. This will be the fourth in a series
of luncheon/workshops designed to
encourage and assist ASCB members in
becoming involved in science education
activities at the K–12 level in their local
communities.

ASCB will also conduct a program that
invites local high school students and
their teachers to experience a major inter-
national science meeting by attending a
presentation about research and science
careers. Students are invited to come,
with or without teachers, on Sunday,
December 5, beginning at 12:30 p.m.

For more information on any aspect of
the meeting, visit the ASCB website at
www.ascb.org. o
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Upcoming meetings

Pep Talk 2005
January 10–13, San Diego
www.chi-peptalk.com

LabAutomation 2005
January 30–February 3, San Jose, CA
http://labautomation.org

ABRF Annual Meeting
February 5–8, Savannah, GA
www.faseb.org/meetings/abrf2005

18th International Symposium on MicroScale
Bioseparations (MSB)
(formerly HPCE)
February 12–17, New Orleans
http://casss.org/meetings/2005msb/default.htm
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